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Agenda
Sunday 10 November 2019

1:45 pm Registration for workshop on the SAFIN  Investment Prospectus (IP)
process and annual plenary meeting: Noor Board Room

2:15 pm - 
4:30 pm

Workshop on the SAFIN Investment Prospectus process

This workshop is designed for participants in the various pilots of the IP
process to share experiences and learnings from 2018 and 2019. 
A separate agenda for the workshop will be circulated in due course. 

4:45 pm - 
6:15 pm

7:00 pm

Meeting of the SAFIN Steering Committee

Welcome dinner: Roshanara Hall 

This welcome dinner including keynote speech by Matt Shakhovskoy,
Director, Global Development Incubator, ISF Advisors

Monday 11 November 2019

8:15 am Welcome coffee and registration: Roshanara Hall

8:45 am Introduction and objectives of the day

Ayodeji Balogun, Chair of the SAFIN Steering Committee will open the
programme and articulate expectations around the three main objectives
of the day, namely: 1) strengthening connections among SAFIN
partners, both as institutions and as individuals; 2) reflecting upon work
done together this year and how to learn and move forward from that;
3) helping new initiatives to grow through peer knowledge sharing and
support.

9:00 am SAFIN Senior Coordinator's reflections on the past year and
the one ahead

9:15 am Breaking the ice– introductions, news and plans

This session is designed to provide an informal, small-group space to
share plans or ongoing initiatives that partners want to bring to the
attention of others in the network.
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10:00 am

The IP country pilots have generated great interest among many partners
as a potential source of intelligence that could inform their programmatic
and investment activities in specific countries in ways that can enable
greater impact. The results of the pilots have been mixed so far, and there
is much that can be learned to refine the tool. This session will share the
results of the workshop held on 10 November on the IP process, with a
focus on strengths and weaknesses of the process, as well as on possible
solutions for the way forward.

12:30 pm Partners' pitch session

SAFIN/OECD deep dive on blended finance – lessons and way
forward

Stocktaking from the deep dive: Yuri Soares Dillon, Unit Chief,
Inter-American Development Bank Innovation Lab
Discussant: Kruskaia Sierra-Escalante, Senior Manager, Blended
Finance, International Financial Corporation 

11:00 am Coffee Break 

11:15 am Lessons learned from the Investment Prospectus (IP) process

During this session, 5 partners will have 5 minutes each to make a pitch
about an initiative they are designing, launching or implementing where
they would like additional resources, inputs, or partners. Presenters in
speaking order:

Norbert Tuyishime, Programme Officer, East African Farmers Federation
Thouraya Triki, Director, Sustainable Production, Markets and Institutions
Division International Fund for Agricultural Development
Tasmin Mulder, Agribusiness Advisor for the Commercial Agriculture for
Smallholders and Agribusiness (CASA), Technical Assistance Facility (TAF)
Sachin Hirani, Director of Operations, MIX Market
Dipti Thapa, Global Agriculture and Food Security Program

1:00 pm Lunch break and follow up on pitch sessions

This year – 2019 – has seen much progress in the implementation of the
SAFIN workstream on the mobilization of capital for the agri-SME and
rural finance ecosystem. In particular, the SAFIN/OECD deep dive on
blended finance and agriculture has seen the preparation of a landscape
report, the compilation of a number of case studies and two regional
learning events. Meanwhile, the global debate on blended finance has
evolved and some institutional communities – such as the community of
international financial institutions and development finance institutions
– have also made much progress in terms of improving and harmonising
practice and learning processes. Against this background, what next steps
should we undertake to deliver further concrete value to blended finance
stakeholders in the agri-SME finance ecosystem in 2020?
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These sessions aim to pool partners' peer knowledge and support around new
initiatives or products under design or early implementation. This year’s
sessions will feature the Global Cooperative Impact Fund supported by the
International Cooperative Alliance and a Technical Assistance Facility
under development at AgDevCo.

2:15 pm Clinic sessions 

4:15 pm Reconvening in plenary: Roshanara Hall

Clinic session 1- Global Cooperative
Impact Fund: Jehangir 1
 
The GCI Fund is designed to support
cooperatives by providing funding for their
long-term needs and building their
capacity in financial management, business
planning and impact measurement. The
specific focus of this session is the
development of an impact assessment tool
for the Fund, tailored to the cooperatives’
special needs, forms and capacities. 

Clinic session 2- AgDevCo Technical
Assistance Facility: Jehangir 2
 
In addition to its core business of impact
investing, AgDevCo has specialist teams that
provide technical assistance support to investee
and non-investee agribusinesses. AgDevCo is
now looking to enhance its technical assistance
offering under a new Technical Assistance
Facility (TAF).The clinic aims to gather
partners’ inputs and feedback to current
thinking around the design, structure and
market offerings of this new TAF. 

4:20 pm Redesigning SAFIN's role as a facilitator of alignment of
investments

Conversation kick-start panel: Hernan Manson, Head of Inclusive
Agribusiness, International Trade Centre; Evan Girvetz, Principal
Scientist and Africa Team Leader, International Center for
Tropical Agriculture (CIAT)

Improving the relevance and effectiveness of the IP framework to facilitate
alignment and strategic focus in the country programmes of network
partners requires a number of adjustments to the tool and to the way it is
used. One key area of improvement is the link between the IP and other
relevant processes and tools at a more macro or micro level. This session
will zero in on some specific opportunities presented by the International
Trade Centre Alliances for Action model and the work of CIAT around
climate-smart agricultural investment planning. The objective of the
session is to define a concrete pathway towards a stronger, more effective
and efficient IP process that delivers greater value to partners. 

5:50 pm Wrap up and closing remarks

Presenter: Sandi Roberts, Head of the
Smallholder Development Unit, AgDevCo
Facilitator: Tasmin Mulder, Agribusiness
Advisor for the CASA Technical Assistance
Facility 

Presenter: Balasubramanian Iyer, Regional
Director for Asia-Pacific, International
Cooperative Alliance 
Facilitator: Samuel Sseniyimba, Programme
Officer, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
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Registration Language and Translation
Delegates should register and pick
up their identification badges upon
arrival at the meeting venue. Badges
must be visible at all times
throughout the event. Registration
desks will be located outside the
meeting venues indicated below. 
 

English language will be used for all
communications and as medium of
presentation at the meeting, as well as
in all background materials for
discussions. However, simultaneous
translation to Spanish will be available.

Session venues

Workshop on the SAFIN Investment
Prospectus process and Meeting of
SAFIN Steering Committee: Noor
Board Room
 
Welcome dinner: Roshanara Hall

Sun 10 Nov 2019 Mon 11 Nov 2019

Plenary Session: Roshanara Hall
 

Clinic session 1: Jehangir 1

 
Clinic session 2: Jehangir 2

Orientation Map
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Participants

Ayodeji Balogun
Ayodeji Balogun currently serves as the Country Manager for AFEX
Commodities Exchange Limited (AFEX Nigeria) and the Business
Lead for Africa Exchange Holdings Limited in West Africa, where he
is pioneering the development of a private sector led commodities
exchange and warehouse receipt system. He is the Product
Development Manager, leading value chain development in the
Agriculture Sector, and designing physical and derivative contracts
for commodities across markets in Africa.
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Alfred Orora

Alfred Mwanyumba Orora currently works with AGRA tasked with
Rural Agricultural Finance development. He has extensive experience
in co-operative development, rural finance, SME finance and
Smallholder finance. That aim at developing affordable financial
services for rural smallholder farmers and other agricultural value
chain actors. He has experience in building a private sector led
agricultural financial ecosystem. 

Arindom Datta
Arindom Datta is Head of Sustainability Banking for Asia and Head of
Rural and Development Banking and Advisory for Rabobank Group
in India. Arindom has over twenty-four years of experience in Rural
Finance, Cooperative Banking, Microfinance and Agribusiness
banking. Currently, he is leading Rabobank’s sustainability agenda on
knowledge, risk management and business development across Asia.
He also heads the Rural banking and advisory portfolio in India and
for Rabobank Foundation he oversees projects in agriculture
development.

Bruno Vindel
Bruno Vindel is currently Project Manager in the "Financial
Institutions and Private Sector" division of the French Development
Agency (AFD). In this capacity, he is responsible for several projects
in the financial area in Africa and Asia, including projects co-
financed with the EU. He was the Director of Evaluation, Foresight
and Economic Studies at the Ministry of Agriculture (2002 - 2008),
before joining AFD, where he first worked as a food security expert
and then as a macro-economist for the Asia region. 

Balasubramanian Iyer
Mr. Balasubramanian (Balu) Iyer joined as Regional Director for
Asia-Pacific in April 2014. He has extensive experience managing
international development operations and overseeing multiple
country offices including experience building new offices from the
ground up. Balu has worked in India in cooperative development
before moving abroad to work on Asian regional concerns for
overseas agencies and in particular in Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
India, Korea, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, and Sri
Lanka. 



Dipti Thapa
Dipti Thapa is an Economist with the Global Agriculture and Food
Security Program (GAFSP) Coordination Unit, housed within the
Agriculture and Food Global Practice of the World Bank Group. She
co-leads Operations and Portfolio Management for GAFSP and also
co-leads the World Bank’s program on Food Systems Transformation
within the Agriculture and Food Global Practice. Dipti has more than
10 years of experience working as an economist in the agriculture
sector, focusing on climate change and rural development. 

Claude Torre
 Claude Torre is an Agro-Economist and Civil Servant at the French
Ministry of Agriculture. He was seconded successively to the
Ministries of Cooperation and Foreign Affairs, then to the AFD.
During this period, he worked as a technical assistant in Niger,
Guinea, then he was in charge of agricultural commodities and
cooperation in Morocco. As a Project Manager at AFD, he followed
commercial subjects then food security before joining the
department of operations in 2011. He appraises and monitors various
rural development and agricultural finance projects in Africa, Latin
America and the Caribbean
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Conor Brosnan

Conor Brosnan is a founding Director of Small Foundation (SF), an
Irish-registered charity. SF’s vision is to free Africa permanently from
extreme poverty by 2030. It seeks to catalyse income-generating
opportunities for extremely poor people in rural Sub-Saharan Africa,
by supporting initiatives that improve the business ecosystems, that
proliferate income opportunities for those in extreme poverty by
expanding the access of MSMEs to knowledge, skilled human resources,
finance, technology and markets. 

Dagmawi Habté-Selassié
Dagmawi Habte-Selassie has professional experience working in
private finance and international development. Recently, he was the
Technical Specialist working in setting up the Smallholder and Agri-
SME Finance and Investment Network (SAFIN), which aimed to foster
a more effective and inclusive ecosystem for agri-SME finance. He is
now leading IFAD's engagement in the Yield Uganda Fund in
Kampala. He also held various positions at the institution in Rome,
South Sudan and Ethiopia, including as task manager for the RUFIPII
project in Ethiopia.

Edgardo Augusto Alvarez           

Edgardo Alvarez is currently the Secretary General of the Latin
American Association for Development Financing Institutions
(ALIDE) of Piura’s Program for Chief Executive Officers. Executive
with broad experience in corporate management, having turned
companies with negative performances into profitable, self-sustaining
enterprises. With broad experience in development banking,
investment banking, and commercial banking, he has been a general
manager and line manager of important local financial institutions. 



Evan Girvetz

Dr. Evan Girvetz is a Principal Scientist at the International Center
for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), team lead for the CIAT Decision and
Policy Analysis Research Area in Africa, and co-lead of the CIAT
Global Strategic Initiative on Agricultural Risk Management. Based in
Nairobi, Kenya, Dr. Girvetz works on these issues globally through
innovative partnerships with the key partners, including the World
Bank, African Development Bank, USAID, African Union,
government agencies, NGOs, and the private sector. 
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Edward Katende
Edward Katende is the Chief Executive Officer at Uganda
Agribusiness Alliance (UAA), responsible for the Company’s strategy,
delivery and client relationship management. He is also the Process
Facilitator for Uganda's Agriculture Finance Platform coordinating,
facilitating, administering and otherwise providing structure and
form to the Platform's activities. Edward is a retired Certified
Accountant with a career developed both in Uganda and in London.

Elizabeth Wilson
Elizabeth Wilson is a Senior Executive at Small Foundation.
Previously, she was a Program Officer at Open Society Foundations,
funding organisations supporting economic empowerment of
smallholder farmers in Sub-Saharan Africa. She has worked as Deputy
Director and Co-Founder at Agriculture for Impact, Imperial College
London, providing evidence and analysis to European governments to
support their approach to agricultural development, food and
nutrition security in sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Gloria Román
Gloria Roman Peco is the Manager of the Prorural Program at the
Junta Agroempresarial Dominicana (JAD). She is an agronomist, with
specialized training in horticulture and gardening. Her areas of
specialization include, among others, environmental issues, labour
risk prevention, international cooperation, and project design. She
worked for six years in Spain as Director in two firms operating in the
area of landscape and environmental projects, and has experience in
design and implementation of international projects in Latin
America, the Caribbean and Africa. 

Franz Gomez

Franz Gomez has extensive theoretical and practical experience in
financial inclusion. Initially, he was a Supervisor of the
Superintendency of Banks of Bolivia in the microfinance area. In
2009, Dr. Gómez joined Fundación Capital as Director of Financial
Inclusion. From this position, he coordinated Proyecto Capital, a
project for the LAC region that aimed at massively promoting
financial inclusion for Conditional Cash Transfer recipients. He holds
now the position of Senior VP for the Financial Inclusion
Department.
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Jose Romeo Ebron

Jose Romeo Ebron is the Cooperatives Development Program
Manager of the Asian Farmers Association for Sustainable Rural
Development (AFA), a regional farmers’ organization composed of
twenty national farmer organizations representing about eleven
million family farmers in sixteen counties in Asia.  He became
involved in the cooperative movement through MASS-SPECC
Cooperative Development Center.

Kruskaia Sierra-Escalante

Kruskaia Sierra-Escalante is Senior Manager, Blended Finance New
Business and Portfolio, in IFC’s Blended Finance Department. Since
2013, Kruskaia has managed IFC’s blended finance facilities for
climate with more than $1 billion in bilateral and multilateral donor-
contributions, for climate-smart co-investments in IFC projects.
During this period, IFC’s blended climate finance portfolio doubled
in volume and helped IFC enter riskier markets. 

Lysander Menezes

Lysander Menezes has close to 20 years of experience in health
intervention design, innovative health financing, governability
frameworks for the evaluation and implementation of complex
public health functions and health economics and public policy.
Presently working at Palladium and engaged in supporting the
implementation of the Utkrisht Development Impact Bond (DIB)
facilitating analysis and interpretation of DIB project risks. 

Hernan Manson

Hernan Manson manages the Alliances for Action which is part of
the Inclusive Agribusiness Programme of the International Trade
Centre, a joint agency of the United Nations and World Trade
Organization. Hernan has been involved in promoting public-
private partnerships for agrifood entrepreneurship and sustainable
food systems, since 2005. He received his MA in International
Public Affairs and Governance at the LUISS Guido Carli School of
Government, Italy and holds a degree in Business Management
from the Universidad de San Andres, Argentina.

John Amimo
John Amimo has a combined work experience spanning 10 years with
a diverse professional skill set ranging from project management,
fundraising, agricultural finance, training and knowledge
management. Prior to joining the African Rural and Agricultural
Credit Association, he worked for several NGO’s as Project Manager,
managing SME and Youth Oriented programmes in Kenya. Mr.
Amimo later joined the Commodities Fund, where he served as Credit
and Fundraising Manager, playing a strategic role in formulating
financial solutions and services for agri-based cooperatives. 
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Michael T. Clark is Senior Coordinator of Governance and Policy at
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).
His responsibilities include advising senior managers on key issues and
opportunities for strengthening FAO’s role and work in policy support
and governance, with a special emphasis on global governance. He is a
political scientist with more than thirty-five years of experience in
international business, policy and research.

Michael Clark

Michael Hamp

Michael Hamp worked for the Federal Ministries of Food, Agriculture
and Forestry and of Economic Cooperation and Development. He
became staff member of IFAD in Rome, in November 2007. The
Rural Finance Unit managed by him includes two specialized sub-
teams: the multi-donor funded Financing Facility for Remittances, the
Platform for Agricultural Risk Management, merged with the Weather
Risk Management team. Since October 2018, he has taken the
technical responsibility for Rural Finance, Markets and Enterprise
Development in Asia and South Pacific. 

Milton Lore

Milton is the Team Leader for Mastercard Foundation Fund for Rural
Prosperity. For over 20 years, he has contributed towards risk-tolerant
investment as well as innovation management, commercial enterprise
operations, and public policy engagement across agriculture, clean
technology, financial services and healthcare in Africa and globally.
Prior to this, he spearheaded successful implementation of a business
acceleration facility, under the US Presidential Feed the Future
initiative. 

Marco Platzer has covered responsible positions for the FAO and the
Italian Government. He has a wide, diverse and technical experience at
coordination, programming and decision level. Also, he has been
Agriculture and Rural Development Senior Specialist at the Central
Technical Unit of the General Directorate for Development
Cooperation of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He is currently
based in Rome at AICS as Senior Agricultural and Rural Development
Specialist.

Marco Platzer

Matt is a Senior Advisor with ISF Advisors at the Global Development
Incubator. Over the past fifteen years, Matt has worked in the areas of
private equity and development advisory for a number of leading
organisations including GDI, Agis Investments, Dalberg and Deloitte.
Matt has been involved in over 60 projects in 25 countries working
with partners such as the Gates Foundation, the World Bank, USAID,
MTN and the G8.  

Matt Shakhovskoy
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Prasun Kumar Das

Dr. Prasun Kumar Das is the Secretary General of Asia-Pacific Rural
and Agricultural Credit Association based in Bangkok. As Executive
Head of the representative body of Central Banks and development
financial institutions in the Asia-Pacific region, he has engaged with a
diverse range of institutions in policy formulations and in elucidating
the narratives of financial inclusion, agricultural and SME finance. He
is a leading expert in rural and agricultural finance with broad
experience in South Asia, Southeast Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Pranav Prashad is the Senior Technical Officer at the International
Labour Organisation (ILO)’s Impact Insurance Facility. He provides
technical expertise on agriculture insurance, distribution and mobile
services as well as use of technology in insurance. He has more than
two decades of experience in insurance and business management.
He has initiated and taken to scale agriculture and health insurance
projects amongst low-income households in India.

Pranav Prashad

Pietro leads the Rural Development and Food Security Division of the
Italian Agency for Development Cooperation, since March 2018.
Following his University Degree in International and Diplomatic
Sciences at the University of Trieste (1998) and different Post-
Graduate Degrees, he has worked for the Italian Red Cross (CRI), from
2011 to early 2018, covering different positions at managerial level. He
also served different Italian Municipalities and Provinces and his main
responsibilities concerned the formulation, management and
reporting of EU Projects. 

Pietro Pipi

Norbert Tuyishime joined the Eastern Africa Farmers Federation, in
2013 as Program Officer in charge of agribusiness and trade, with a
broad rural development experience of plus 5 years in East Africa
and extensive participation in several multi – national projects. He is
the current Project Manager of Support to Farmers Organizations in
Africa Programme funded by EU, IFAD, SDC and AFD.

Norbert Tuyishime

Radhika Agashe

Radhika Agashe is the Executive Director of ACCESS ASSIST and has
led the transition of the microfinance portfolio and resources from
ACCESS into ASSIST. She specializes in microfinance operations and
social performance management, social research, financial education
and training and curriculum development. She is an active member
on Working Groups of Social Performance Task Force (SPTF) and
SMART Client Protection Campaign and also represents ASSIST on
the Responsible Finance Forum led by the IFC. 
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Sachin Hirani has fifteen years of experience working in the
banking and development sector. Currently, Mr. Hirani is MIX’s
Director of Operations - MIX Market. He is responsible for the
people and processes that bring data and analysis to the MIX Market
suite of products, managing four regional offices across the globe.
Prior to this, he was Regional Manager, managing Asia, ECA and the
Pacific regions covering 800+ MFIs reporting their financial,
operational and social performance data.

Sachin Hirani

Ms. Omar is currently the IFAD Country Representative in India, and
Head of the South Asia Sub-regional Hub of IFAD based in New Delhi.
She is an agricultural economist and has been working in the field of
agricultural and rural development since 1992. At the start of her
career, she worked with agricultural extension workers and social
workers to improve their communication and organization skills. Her
work on gender mainstreaming paved the way for stronger
involvement in the design and supervision of projects and
programmes. 

Rasha Omar

Roberta Marconi, Italian citizen, 37 years old and official of the Rural
Development and Food Security Division of the Italian Agency for
Development Cooperation, since April 2016. Following her
University Degree in Law at the University of Rome 3 (2006), she has
worked for the Ministry of Education, University and Research
(MIUR), from 2011 to early 2016. 
 

Roberta Marconi

Robert Bloom is Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
of Heifer International. Heifer’s mission is to work with communities
to end world hunger and poverty and to care for the Earth.  Formed in
1944, today Heifer works in over 20 countries around the world
bringing sustainable agriculture to areas with a long history of poverty.  
Heifer’s focus on sustainable agriculture (principally through
livestock) is complemented with a strong emphasis on social capital
development.  

Robert Bloom

Samuel Ssenyimba

Samuel Ssenyimba is a development finance professional who
currently works at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation where he
manages a portfolio focused on smallholder agricultural finance and
risk in emerging markets. Prior to this, he spent 8 years leading the
investment activities of a Swiss Impact Venture Fund across Africa.
Samuel began his career working with leading financial institutions in
Uganda to scale smallholder and agri-SME lending. 



12

Thouraya Triki

Ms Thouraya Triki is the Director of IFAD's Sustainable Production,
Markets and Institutions Division. She previously worked at the
African Development Bank (AfDB), where she served as Division
Manager in the Microeconomics, Institutions and Development
Impact Division, Complex of the Chief Economist in its
Headquarters in Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire. Under this role, she managed
a team of professional economists, providing support to AfDB
lending operations, as well as the division’s knowledge products. 

Tasmin has over nine years of consulting, industry and
entrepreneurial experience, with a focus on food production that
drives value down the value chain towards the people and the natural
resources involved. Tasmin is an Agribusiness Advisor in the CASA
TAF, whereby she aims to mature her career in facilitating
commercially led and impactful inclusive business models through
partnerships with investors, agribusinesses and smallholder farmers.

Tasmin Mulder

Thomas Essel

Mr. Thomas Thompson Essel is the new Secretary General of the
African Rural and Agricultural Credit Association (AFRACA). He has
many years of experience in economics and development. Prior to
joining AFRACA, he worked in Bank of Ghana for over twenty-two
years, holding different positions. The latest positions being head of
External Financial Relations and Head of the Bank of Ghana-
initiated “Ghana Incentive-Based Risk-Sharing System for
Agricultural Lending” (GIRSAL).

Sandi Roberts is a proven Agribusiness Specialist with over twenty
years of experience in commercial crop production, donor funded
agricultural initiatives, and horticultural research. She has strong
private sector experience combined with practical knowledge of large-
scale horticultural production. Sandi has experiential knowledge of
contract farming mechanisms utilised within the region particularly
East and Southern Africa. 

Sandi Roberts

Subramanian Pattabiraman
 Subramanian Pattabiraman works for European Union as Senior
Programme Manager, where he manages a portfolio of
development cooperation projects, aiming at addressing the
inclusive development issues in India, Bhutan and in the South Asia
region. He leads the Rural Development and Climate Change
budget support programme of Bhutan as well as technical assistance
component. Prior to joining EU, Ram worked for Concern
Worldwide, an Irish NGO, responsible for coordinating Tsunami
Rehabilitation in South India. He worked extensively in promoting
sustainable agriculture. 



SAFIN Secretariat 
Bettina Prato

Bettina Prato is the Senior Coordinator of the Smallholder and
Agri-SME Finance and Investment Network (SAFIN) at IFAD. She is
a Development Policy Specialist with almost twenty years of
experience in strategic planning, global policy engagement, team
management and policy-oriented research. A political scientist by
training, she holds a PhD from the University of California at
Berkeley and a Masters' in International Affairs from George
Washington University.

Michael von During

Michael is the Technical Specialist for the SAFIN Secretariat. He
began his career in microfinance investment with Symbiotics and
Alphamundi, where he focused on Central America. He then joined
Cargill where he developed credit risk assessment tools for the
organization’s global trading activities. Since 2015, Michael has
worked as a consultant developing blended fund structures for
Water.org (WCIF I & II) and IFAD (ABC Fund). 
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Wayne A. Myrie is a Plant Pathologist and Molecular Biologist at the
Coconut Industry Board (CIB), Jamaica and Vice-Chairman for
Banana Board, Jamaica. In addition, he is a Former Chairman for the
National Stakeholders Platform (NSP) of the ITC/CARDI Project –
Alliances for Action of Coconut Processors and Producers. He is
known for his research work in the coconut industry in Jamaica. 
 

Wayne A. Myrie

Yuri Soares is Chief of Development Effectiveness at the
Multilateral Investment Fund (MIF) of the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB), where he oversees the development
effectiveness agenda of the MIF, including the institution's quality
at entry, portfolio performance and impact evaluation programs.
Dr. Soares holds a PhD in Economics from Michigan State
University and a MA in Agricultural Economics from the University
of Florida.

Yuri Soares Dillon

Vipin Sharma is the founding CEO of ACCESS. Starting his career
with the Reserve Bank of India, he has broad experience in banking,
agriculture and rural development, micro-enterprise development
and microfinance. As Executive Director of RUDA, he helped the
Government of Rajasthan to develop strategies for promoting non-
farm sector in the state through a sub-sector approach. At CARE, he
was the Programme Director of the Microfinance Unit and a part of
the Regional Leadership Team. 

Vipin Sharma



Hosted at IFAD
Via Paolo di Dono, 44 
00142 Rome, Italy
safincoordinationteam@ifad.org
www.safinetwork.org


