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Cooperatives are people-centred enterprises owned and
controlled by their members to meet their common needs
and aspirations. Profits generated are partly reinvested in
the cooperative and partly returned to the members ac-
cording to their transactions with it.

Cooperatives bring people together in a democratic and
equal way. Whether the members are the producers, the
employees, the users or the residents, cooperatives are
democratically managed by the ‘one member, one vote'
rule by which members share equal voting rights regard-
less of the amount of capital they put into the enter-
prise. They allow people to take control of their economic
future and, because they are not owned by shareholders,
the economic and social benefits of their activity stay in
the communities where they are established.

As businesses driven by values and not for the remunera-
tion of capital, cooperatives share internationally agreed
principles and act together to build a better world
through cooperation. Putting fairness and equality at the
heart of the enterprise, cooperatives around the world
are allowing people to work together to create sustaina-
ble enterprises that generate long-term jobs and prosper-
ity.

This is far from being a marginal phenomenon, as one in
every six people on the planet are co-operators and one
in ten people who work or have an economic activity do
it in or within the framework of a cooperative.

The International Cooperative Alliance (ICA) is a non-
profit international association established in 1895 to
advance the cooperative model.
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The ICA is the apex organisations for cooperatives world-
wide, representing 317 cooperative federations and or-
ganisations across 110 countries (as of September 2018).
The members of the ICA are national level cooperative
federations, individual cooperative organisations and
government offices concerned with cooperatives.

Global, regional, sectoral, thematic commitment

The International Cooperative Alliance consists of a
board, a General Assembly, four Regions (one each for
Africa, Europe, Asia-Pacific, and Americas), eight sectoral
organisations and several thematic committees and net-
works (research, legislation, development, gender and
youth).

The webinar

The webinar will start with a presentation of the ICA's
mission and structure at global level as well as of the
ICA's sectoral organization for agriculture ICAQ, to then
continue with the presentation of the Regional Offices
and international cooperative development tools (CEDP -
Cooperatives Europe Development Platform) for Technical
Assistance in setting up new cooperatives or strengthen-
ing the existing ones in the agri-food sector, showing al-
so how the cooperative financial system could assist in
the process.

The Regional Office ICA Africa will present the recently
created AAACO (African Agriculture Cooperative Federa-
tion) while the Regional Office ASIA-Pacific will empha-
size the commitment with SDGs in creating decent jobs
and agriculture services via the formalization of coopera-
tive enterprises among informal workers and DGRV, on
behalf of the CEDP, a case study of an international co-
operative development project in agriculture financing.

This will shed light on how to partner with similar organ-

izations at regional and global level and how to positively

influence each other in order to innovate and access per-
manent markets in a more efficient way.
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